
Meeting Location: Dad’s Kitchen

 Thursday, Mar 28, 2024

 6:00pm Social / 6:45pm Meeting

 8928 Sunset Avenue

Fair Oaks, CA 95628

916-241-9365

Membership Dues 2024:
Memberhip Dues are due by the 

last day of February annually. The 

price per year is $20.00. Please send 

checks or cash to Dean James, 

CCRC Membership. Make checks 

payable to: “CCRC”. Please contact 

CCRC Treasurer Jim Kindley for 

additional questions.
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Corvair  ChatterCorvair  Chatter
President’s Ramblings

Hello Classic Corvair of River City Members:

The new meeting place effective THURSDAY, MARCH 28th is 

Dad’s Kitchen, 8929 Sunset Ave, Fair Oaks, off Hazel and 

Sunset Ave. The meetings are moving to Thursdays instead of 

Wednesdays due to a conflict at the new restaurant. We can 

change back to Wednesdays when things change if desired. 

I want to personally thank the officers for 2024-2025 who 

volunteered in order to keep the club alive. We need to work on 

greater member participation and willingness to be in a 

leadership position. We need to make the club more appealing 

to the younger Corvair car enthusiast and possibly broaden our 

base. This will be an ongoing discussion.

The work days at Leo’s scheduled on Feb 10 and Feb 24 to 

inventory our parts and clear out what we don’t need was well 

attended. Thanks to all who participated.

The idea of sponsoring scholarships at the high school/junior 

college level has been the object for a fair amount of time trying 

to figure out how to accomplish this. Ken Edwards has worked 

on it as have I, and we have come to the conclusion that with 

today’s environment at these institutions, we might as well 

throw our money in the wind for all the control over the process 

we would have. Ken and I jointly came to this decision, and we 

will look for other ways to support those going into the auto 

repair/technology fields. This subject will be discussed at the 

officer’s meeting.

The spring picnic is also on the agenda for this month’s officers 

meeting. More will be coming out in the future.

Til next newsletter,

Drive Life Safely

Jim Brown
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Latest CCRC News

Meeting Minutes: February 28, 2024

Meeting was called to order by President, Jim Brown, at 6:52pm. 11 members were in attendance 

along with two prospective club members. Approval of the January meeting minutes was motioned 

and seconded for approval and the vote was unanimous. Motion carried.

Jim Kindley presented the treasurer’s report of positive balances, expenditures and income, and it 

was unanimously approved. 

The sales and acquisitions report was presented by Wes Nicholas, and it was unanimously 

approved. 

John Heiser presented the Vice-President/activities report: Updates were provided on the 

California Auto Museum Monthly Car Cavalcade, Cal Expo Autorama, and 2025 Corsa Convention.

Reminders of reoccurring gatherings at varied Cars N Coffee locations; Sacramento Hollywood 

Park Auto Club Classic Cars meets every 3rd Sunday at 10am at Leonardo DaVinci School, 

Carmichael Bel Air Sunday Cars and Coffee at 4005 Manzanita Avenue at the intersection of Fair 

Oaks Blvd and Manzanita Avenue near the corner of Cypress from 7-10am, Folsom Cars n’ Coffee 

at Town Center El Dorado Hills from 7-9:30am and the air-cooled drive in gatherings at the Red 

Bus Brewery on Reading Street in Folsom the second Thursday of each month at 6pm. See club’s 

website for Calendar updates.

Kari & Danita Emery-Cotner were not present to give the newsletter report.

Dean James reported that we currently have 38 paid members. No new members were added.  

New business was discussed: 

• New monthly meeting place, Dad’s Kitchen, was voted on and approved. 

• The Spring BBQ picnic was discussed. A committee will be formed. 

• The club will reimburse up to $50 to cover the Autorama entry fee. 

• Ken Edwards presented a proposal for scholarships to auto shop and automotive technology 

students. Further discussion at the Officers meeting on March 13th with recommendations to 

follow. Thank you Ken for all your work on this!

Old business was discussed: 

• The Club needs volunteers to take the following positions: President – Secretary

Meeting adjourned at 8:02pm



Corvair Resources (Online)

Q&A - www.corvaircenter.com

www.corvairforum.com

Parts - www.corvair.com (Clark’s)

www.californiacorvairparts.com

www.mikescorvairparts.com

www.rockauto.com

Sale - www.jaxed.com 

www.corvairtrader.com (Parts & Sales)

Resources –

https://www.corvair.org/chapters/corvanatics

Car Building – http://autoexer.skiblack.com

Fun-www.youtube.com/user/davemotohead1 / 

www.deansgarage.com

Let Us Hear From You:

CORVAIR CHATTER Newsletter - Let us know if there is something that you’d like to see in 

our monthly newsletter.  Members can write articles to review events (event photos, etc.) and 

submit for consideration to be included in the newsletter. Email your thoughts, articles, and 

photos to Kari Emery-Cotner at 4484.business@gmail.com. 

Club Activities - You may have some great ideas for club activities. We want to hear them!  

Better yet, we’d like you to participate in the planning of your activity idea. Email your ideas to 

John Heiser at JohnHeiser6@gmail.com.

CCRC CLUB MEMBER ASSISTANCE:
In order to get more cars on the road, the club leadership is offering assistance to members that 

have Corvairs that need help to get them running. This help will be in the form of technical 

expertise, mechanic labor, and possible financial assistance. If you have a Corvair that needs 

work, contact John Heiser at JohnHeiser6@gmail.com and give him the details on what you 

require in the way of assistance. 

*A committee will review the requests and select the best candidates. Remember the goal is to get 

more Corvairs at our club events. Those chosen will be expected to participate and help the 

club increase the number of cars that we put on display.

Birthdays (Current & Upcoming)

Mar 01 – Bill McDonald

Mar 30 – Jim Kindley 

Apr 01 – John Heiser

Apr 10 – Nora Meadows

Apr 16 – Casey Cockrell

Apr 17 – Chris Myers

Apr 20 – Robert Miller

Apr 27 – John Hafkenschiel

Apr 28 – Nancy McCormick

Welcome New Members

- Rafael Arroyo

- Russell Magee

Information
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Classified Section

WANTED: 

#1: 

1966 Corsa 

Convertible 

turbo, 4 speed 

car, either a #2 

or a #3 if its 

original, 

straight, 

complete and 

running. 

Contact 

Chester 

Keeton: (832) 

281-8009

#2: 

Corvair 

engines in any 

condition. 

Contact:

Wes Nicholas 

at (916) 989-

8929.

FOR SALE: Wes Nicholas at (916) 989-8929

Item: Amount

LM nitrited polished crankshaft 250.00

LM 891 Camshaft 110 and 140 engines 75.00

LM dash with instruments 50.00

LM automatic transaxle 400.00

EM Four speed transmissions 200.00

EM wheels (4) lug 35.00

EM differential 3.55 200.00

LM rear windows in good condition. 125.00

LM rear bumper in good condition. 100.00

LM wheels (5 lug) 35.00

62-63 Simulated wire wheel covers-good condition set of 4 175.00

Front Bucket seats (3) for LM price each. 125.00

LM Ball bearings, wheel front and rear 10.00 ea.

Tires 13” and 14” in good condition. Price varies

FC chrome bumpers F/R 200 ea.

Corsa dash complete with gauges 150.00

LM and EM Bumper guards PR 75.00

Started motor 75.00

LM 65 mid telescopic steering w/ wood grain steering wheel 800.00

65 Corsa bright rear grill inserts 40.00

Cylinder Heads 80, 95, 110, 140 HP Ask

Alternator adapter 35.00

Rebuilt alternator 150.00

Oil Filters 10.00

EM Air Filters (2) 18.00

Engines: 110, 140 HP Ask

Much more…give us a call. 

Additional Corvair parts are available for purchase. Please contact us to see if 

we have what you have been looking for to complete your project. Contact 

Wes Nicholas at (916) 989-8929.



FOR SALE

1964 Corvair Greenbrier Nine Passenger Van

The Greenbrier is offered with a clear California title. The true mileage is unknown. It has all 

three seats for a total of 9 passengers. The body has white primer and is close to ready for a 

paint job of the owner’s choice. The white with red stripe is the original color.

The van has had extensive work done to the body and engine. It has a 110 HP engine and    

4-speed manual transmission. The engine has new “O” ring seals as well as plugs, condenser, 

distributor cap, rotor, ignition wires, oil, oil filter, fan belt and air filters. A newer harmonic

balancer has been installed. The chassis has new brakes, gas tank, chassis lube, shock 

absorbers, tires and American Racing wheels. The engine compartment has been

cleaned up and a new perimeter seal installed. The underside has some rust however it is 

structurally sound. The Greenbrier is running and ready to enjoy.

For more information contact Wes Nicholas. nicholas.tds@gmail.com

or PH 916-989-8929

COME SEE IT AT THE MEETING ON THE 28TH



Current Events: 

California Auto Museum: March 2024. Six member vehicles are on display. See Jim Kindley for FREE

tickets for members (1st come 1st serve-until they run out). Go check it out! 

Upcoming Events: 

Kaiser Employee Event: April 19 (11:30-1:30), Kaiser Roseville Roseville Parking Lot. They requested 

that we show off our cool cars at their event. Contact John Heiser at JohnHeiser6@gmail.com to sign up.

Cal Expo Autorama: May 3-5, Butch Gardner Clubhouse, Sacramento, CA. Those who wish to display 

their vehicle(s) still have time to send in their entry form to John Heiser at JohnHeiser6@gmail.com, but 

there is now a $50 late fee. 

2024 International Corvair Convention: July 21-26, Marriott at the University of Dayton – OH.

More information: www.daytoncorvairclub.com

2024 Club Picnic: We need volunteers to assist, please contact Kari Emery-Cotner if interested in helping 

out at 4484.business@gmail.com. 

Ongoing Events: 

Sacramento Hollywood Park Auto Club -Classic Cars: Meets every 3rd Sunday 10:00 am at 

Leonardo DaVinci School. CCRC Club Member started this gathering, so let’s join in. 

Carmichael Bel Air Sunday Cars and Coffee. 4005 Manzanita Avenue at the intersection of 

Fair Oaks Blvd and Manzanita Avenue near the corner of Cypress. Time: 7:30am to 10:00am.

Folsom Cars and Coffee: 1st & 2nd Saturdays -Town Center, El Dorado Hills, 3rd & 4th and 

occasional 5th Saturdays, 430 Palladio Parkway in Folsom at the Palladio. 7:00 am – 9:30 am.

Red Bus Brewery:  Air-cooled drive-in gathering at Red Bus Brewery on Reading Street in Folsom 

–2nd Thursday of each month at 6pm.  There will be specials on beverages and pizza.

Events & Activities

Full Calendar of Events available on http://northern-california-corvairs.com 
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Article of the Month
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Wham Bam Bagels – Ultra Van Bagel Truck –

But is it a Corvair?

Interview with owner Marco Fiorilo

415 E Saint Elmo Rd, Austin, Texas 78745

Whambamatx.com

By Kari Emery-Cotner

3/16/24

Meet Marco Fiorilo’s 1970 Ultra Van (Corvair?). Yes, this pink motorhome, bringing smiles to 

everyone who sees it, is an Ultra Van, but not a Corvair Ultra Van! How could this be? 

Well, let’s see…

First, let’s talk about how this Ultra Van, #535 to be exact, came into being the Wham Bam 

Bagel food truck. In 2018, Marco had a vision. Being a seasoned air-cooled connoisseur for 

many years with VWs, he knew of the Corvair Ultra Van and that the width would fit perfectly 

into a regular parking space. He started looking around for Ultra Vans, but unfortunately 

what he was finding was significantly rusty and outside of the realm of repair for his 

endeavor. Then, one day it happened…there it was, in Utica, up-state New York. He struck a 

deal and immediately flew there. Two mechanics drove it back, fixing it along the way. It was 

doing pretty well, until New Orleans when the heads started to leak extensively. But it limped 

across the border into Texas and so began its restoration. The restoration took a year and 

approximately $75,000 to paint and retrofit into the bagel truck it is today. 



Wham Bam Bagels, Cont.

Now, why isn’t this a Corvair? Because this one is powered by a reverse-facing 

Corvette Chevy small-block 307 water-cooled engine in the rear and the 

transmission outputs to a marine “V” drive which drives the Corvette rear-axle. 

But then, maybe you decide…Corvette? Or Corvair? 

https://www.whambamatx.com/thevan
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